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Reading Disorders and Disabilities
1. According to the texts, define and explain reading disabilities.
Reading disabilities are psychological disorders involved in the use and understanding language either in written or spoken form. The disorders manifest themselves by exhibiting imperfect ability to write, read, spell, or perform mathematical calculations (Flyn, 2015). Some terms commonly used to describe the condition are dyslexia, development aphasia, minimal brain dysfunction, and brain injury. 
If a child conforms with the above description, they qualify to receive special education services. In contrast, if a child does not fit with the explanation, does not qualify for special education services despite experiencing challenges in becoming a competent reader. There are three common types of reading disabilities, namely: Specific Word Reading Difficulties (SWRD), Mixed Reading Difficulties (MRD), and Specific Reading Comprehension Difficulties (SRCD) (Flyn, 2015).  
Children who experience SWRD have difficulties reading words specifically but not main comprehension areas like background knowledge or vocabulary. It is one of the single most characteristic of dyslexia. The ones with SRCD experience difficulties when reading comprehension but may have average word reading skills. Whereas children with MRD experience difficulties in both word and understanding reading (Flyn, 2015). Children who experience difficulties in word reading benefit from explicit, systematic phonic interventions. Those with comprehension challenges benefit from clear teaching and modeling texts that enhance oral language and vocabulary. The essential elements of reading are vocabulary, listening to comprehension, word decoding, reading text, and phonemic awareness.
2. Reading disabilities often co-occur with other learning disabilities. Explain how to assess and plan reading interventions for students with co-existing disabilities.
[bookmark: _Hlk83076389]Students with reading difficulties can be identified at a young age before the problem becomes a reading failure. The assessment helps to identify children at risk of dyslexia. The approach entails measuring language skills, memory, phonological awareness, rapid naming, word reading, spelling, and decoding (Osmosis, 2016). Also, when carrying out the evaluation, the following are considered intelligence, background information, oral language skills, vocabulary knowledge, and reading comprehension (University of Michigan, 2017). 
The mode of intervention will depend on fluency, word recognition, comprehension, and psychological alertness. A three-tiered approach can be adopted to plan reading interventions for students with co-existing disabilities. The process involves improving the education level in the classroom. The first tier involves consists of enhancing the general-classroom level. It helps to reduce the number of struggling learners. As per this level, the intervention involves explicit instruction in phonological awareness and the alphabetic principle.
Those children who experience reading difficulties after classroom level one instruction move to the second tier. The second tier incorporates more intervention delivered in small groups. The third level tier is initiated after the child fails, even after the initiation of the first two tiers.  The third-tier intervention has higher intensity and takes a long time than the others. At this level, children would at risk of reading difficulties are identified. A well-designed early reading instruction that incorporates explicit instruction in alphabetic skills and text is initiated. The support is continued beyond initial acquisition to ensure that the child attains academic growth in other classes.
3. Explain how reading assessments are used in the diagnosis of dyslexia.
The assessment involves asking children to read comprehension tests. Children with dyslexia score low marks on reading comprehension tests compared to listening comprehension (University of Michigan, 2017). They experience difficulties in decoding, reading fluently, or accurately. However, children with dyslexia have higher oral skills and can grab the main idea despite experiencing problems in reading. 
4. Post 3 original questions based upon the texts and discussion. 
a. Define the term dyslexia?
b. How do you know a child has dyslexia?
c. What causes dyslexia? 
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